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SUMMER 2018 UPDATE

Welcome
Welcome to the
Summer 18 issue of
our newsletter!
We have an update
on our Alternative
Education provision,
including outcomes
for 2017/18 academic
year.
There are also
updates on some of
the programs we’ve
been running, details
of a community event
that happened at
Heanor and an article
about the leavers
event for our
wonderful Year 11s.
We’ve also got a
message from Rhian,
who has left the Blend
team this term.
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2017/18 has been a great year in
terms of student achievement,
with more than double the
number
of
qualification
outcomes. 8 students completed
either modules,
Awards or
Certificates in Employability – a
new course which was delivered
from our Heanor, Turner Farm and
Wood Craft Enterprise sites.
Enterprise projects have also
been very successful, with over
£200 being raised through selling
kindling alone – a by-product,
made from left over project
wood. The 10% financial return to
students seems to have been
highly motivational. With one
student earning £25 in Love2Shop

vouchers,
mainly
through
taking
out his frustrations with an axe!
We hope that Enterprise revenue
will continue to grow during the
next academic year, with new
products such as handcrafted
pens and baby-pallet coasters on
offer. There is now a second
branch of Enterprise course, in the
form of a Cycle Workshop, which
will be undertaking repairs and
renovations from September.

Rhian, the Youth Worker at Heanor Blend, has left the team
after four years of working at Blend as she has moved to
Manchester to be part of a new church starting in the city.
Rhian left us with this parting message:
“I just want to say a massive thank you to everyone that I have
worked with over my time at Blend. It has been so much fun and
I have loved being involved in all of the trips, activities and drop ins. My
highlight has definitely been the residentials. They are always so much fun,
even if they are exhausting! I will really miss Blend and will remember you all
very fondly as I start my new adventure.”
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A group of young people from Blend have spent the last few weeks getting to know the animals on
the farm and working on an ASDAN award in Animal Care. They have spent 6 weeks learning how
to clean out and care for the animals, how to handle and feed them and how to keep them safe.
The group had a great time, especially getting to know the newly hatched chicken and duck who
became firm favourites with the team. They also got to be the first group to meet the new lambs
and had some practice at herding the goats.

We have been working in partnership with Derby County Community Trust to deliver an 8-week
program of Simply Sports. The group gathered at Swanwick Hayes sports hall to learn new skills, try
new sports and develop their teamwork skills. For some young people the sessions gave them a
chance to hone their leadership skills as they took newer attendees under their wing, others
developed their fitness and coordination skills. Some of those who attended all of the sessions also
completed an ASDAN award in Sports and Fitness, an achievement that they can proudly add to
their CV.

Over the Summer term members of our team have been going in to local junior schools to work with
Year 6’s on a transitional project that has been preparing them for moving up to Year 7 in
September. Overall 34 pupils from St C of E Johns Primary, Ripley Juniors and Woodbridge Juniors
have been taking part in Stepping Stones and working on topics including teamwork,
communication and consequences and many of them have had the chance to spend some time
in Blend and get to experience the youth project. Those that come along have had a really good
time and it is great for the team to build relationships with
local junior schools and the staff there.
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On the 15th May, Blend Heanor worked in partnership with Amber Valley CVS to deliver a networking
event. The aim of the event was to engage local young people aged 15-21 and their families in
order to show them what local community based opportunities are available in Heanor and the
surrounding areas, highlighting the best of the local groups, services and opportunities that can
support our young people to move in a positive direction.
There was a wide range of local organisations offering help with:
• Employment, education and training
• Getting involved with your community
• Gaining experience and following your interests through volunteering
• Keeping safe and healthy
• Finding fun places to go and local things to do
Attendees were offered free beauty treatments by the tranquillity team from Heanor Gate Science
College, the opportunity to make a tree branch mug with Mee’s Marvellous workshops and the
chance to make a smoothie on the smoothie bike. Agencies included: AVCVS, Blend Youth Project,
Mee’s Marvellous workshops, Derby County Community Trust, The Princes Trust, The Heanor Multi
Agency Team, Derventio Housing, Heanor Vision, Leonard Cheshire, The Safer Neighbourhood
Team, Derbyshire Sexual Health Matters and the Citizens Advice Bureau.
Young people spoke to the different services and collected a stamp from each area, which was
exchanged at the end for some tasty food and refreshments. They learnt about the local
community, the support available to them and many spoke about the event fondly afterwards.

Back in June we threw a celebration for all the Year 11 students who have been on our Alternative
Education program this year. It was a wonderful evening, with family, friends, Blend staff and external
agencies all gathering together to celebrate the hard work and achievements of our students.
Jonathan Brook, Valley CIDS Director of Ethos, Values and Mission, joined us to host the event,
awarding each student with their portfolio of certificates, achievements and awards, introducing
them to the room with comments and observations made by the tutors that have worked with them
and acknowledging all that they have achieved academically and socially over their time at Blend.
It was a joy to see the students celebrating, laughing together, shaking hands with the people that
have worked with and supported them and getting the chance to show their family and friends
what they have accomplished. Watching them pore over their personal statements and their Blend
Awards, reminiscing on their time at Blend and talking about what they are going to do in the future
was a touching moment for everyone who was there.
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QUICK UPDATES

We are currently in the middle of our Summer
holiday programme. Delivering workshops,
cooking and craft sessions, as well as 2 trips
each week. These will include visiting Skegenss,
The national Media Museum and Liverpool. As
well as climbing, abseiling and archery.

Job shop is for 16-25 year olds who are needing
support in looking for work or exploring furthur
and higher education options. With staff being
able to offer support in searching for work,
writing CV’s and completing application
forms.

During the summer term we also delivered
“Stepping out” project within Amber Valley
Sixth Form at Ripley Accademy. “Stepping out”
is a six week programme that equips young
people with the skill aand knwledge needed to
develop life and independent living skills.

Donate goods to one of the Lighthouse
charity shops, which are located all
throughout Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire.

You can volunteer your time with us at Blend.
For more information, contact us by using the
details below.

For News & Updates:
Like us on Facebook: /BlendYouth
Follow us on Twitter: @BlendYouth
Check out our website:
www.blendyouthproject.co.uk
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We appreciate any donation you can
make towards supporting our work.
Please see our website for details.

Rest assured, your donation
will be invested wisely and
effectively in impacting the
lives
of young
people.
Blend
Youth
Project
Main Office

Contact:

38 Nottingham Road
Ripley, Derbyshire
DE5 3DJ
Tel: 01773 749975
info@blendyouthproject.co.uk
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